[Pleural mesothelioma: 3 developmental forms].
In the medical literature, there have been fewer reports on benign pleural mesotheliomas than on their malignant counterparts. We have reviewed the clinical, radiological and pathological features of mesotheliomas seen at the Hôtel-Dieu in Montreal over the past ten years. This experience leads us to postulate that there are three types of mesothelioma. The malignant form is often typical. Pedunculated lesions most often prove to be asymptomatic and benign. However, we have identified an intermediate category where the definitive nature of the mesothelioma could only be established after long term follow-up of the biological behaviour of the tumor.